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Of the draft constitution and expectations of Zim-

babweans... 

The Parliament Select Committee, 

which is responsible for the drafting of 

the long-anticipated new constitution, 

submitted a draft to the Management 

Committee last week which returned 

the draft to COPAC for further altera-

tions. COPAC is more than two years 

behind schedule. It is not yet clear 

when a referendum on the draft consti-

tution would be held to pave way for 

polls meant to end Zimbabwe's fragile, 

three-year-old coalition government. 

Circulated widely, the draft has fallen 

short of expectations of many Zimba-

bweans who had hoped it would trim 

presidential powers that have turned 

President Robert Mugabe into a tyrant 

 

Retaining the all-powerful presi-

dency retrogressive 

 

The draft constitution, proposes retain-

ing the all-powerful executive presiden-

cy, and has no age caps but says the 

incumbent must be at least 40 years of 

age. No one can serve for more than 

two terms under the proposed constitu-

tion. It has a provision for one vice 

president and an alternative provision 

for two vice presidents. The President 

will have a maximum of two five year 

terms.  

 

Of note is the fact that the draft consti-

tution retains an executive President at 

a time many Zimbabweans wanted a 

new constitution that will whittle down 

the president’s powers, strengthen the 

role of Parliament, and guarantee civil 

liberties, political and media reforms. 

Although attempts have been made to 

limit the powers, according to analysts, 

the Presidential Powers are similar to 

those in the Lancaster House Constitu-

tion which has been amended a record 

19 times largely to entrench the powers 

of the President. President Mugabe, has, 

over the past 32 years, used his inces-

sant powers to abuse the rights of ordi-

nary Zimbabweans and quash growing 

dissent in the country.  

 

In her response, the Crisis in Zimbabwe 

Coalition (CiZC) Vice Chairperson Grace 

Chirenje highlighted that, 

 “Having a constitution that retains 

the all-powerful presidency is unac-

ceptable, power cannot be central-

ised on one person for them to 

make all decisions. It is crucial for 

Zimbabweans to call for a constitu-

tion that decentralises the power of 

the President.”  

Also in his statement the CiZC Spokes-

person, Mr Thabani Nyoni noted that,  

„The future of Zimbabwe can only 

be guaranteed in a constitutional 

democracy that facilitates a shared 

power political dispensation. When 

you look at the current draft consti-
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tution it seems not to provide for Zimbabwe‟s future in that it concen-

trates power and authority in just one of the many political institutions 

that citizens give a mandate to govern the country. So I call upon the citi-

zens of Zimbabwe who believe in a better country to demand that the cur-

rent draft constitution provide for a genuine vertical and horizontal power 

sharing arrangement. “ 

 

Is the draft constitution reflective of the people’s views?  

 

Despite indications that COPAC has made headway in drafting a new constitution, 
confusion continues to reign supreme in the process with reports that the contents 

of the supreme law have been diluted by the political parties. It has emerged that 
a larger percentage of what is contained in the draft is not what the people said, a 

clear attempt to subvert the will of the people which has resulted in many stake-
holders calling for the halting of the constitution making process which has since 

been turned into a circus.  
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ZANU PF thugs set house ablaze 

In a move which laid bare the contradictions between President Robert Mugabe’s 

calls for peace and the behaviour of his supporters on the ground, ZANU PF thugs, 

led by Roger Nyaungwa, burnt down the house of Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC-T) Chairwoman for Makoni South Ward 26, Ms. Ethel Tichiwana in 

the early hours of 2 May 2012.  

According to eye witness reports, the blaze, which destroyed property worth thou-

sands of dollars, followed numerous threats by ZANU PF supporters against the 

chairwoman after a successful MDC meeting Tichiwana held at Chimbodi clinic at 

the end of April this year. The threats were made the day before the fire on the 1st 

of May and had not yet been reported to the police. 

Tichiwana previously made reports at the Nyazura Police Station that the fence 

around her homestead had been cut by ZANU PF thugs. No arrests were made. 

The police’s failure to promptly investigate the vandalism and to apprehend perpe-

trators resulted in the same thugs committing arson.  

The calls for early elections by President Mugabe have led to an increase in cases 

harassment and intimidation of communities particularly in rural areas. Despite 

publicly denouncing violence and calling for peaceful co- existence, it seems Presi-

dent Mugabe has failed to put his words into action by disbanding ZANU PF militias 

in communities.  
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The trial of Zimbabwe Youth in Politics (ZOYP) Director, Nkosilathi Moyo which 

kicked off on the 2nd of May 2012 at the Kwekwe Magistrate Courts, is set to con-

tinue on the 16th of May 2012 where the prosecution’s last witness is expected to 

testify.  Moyo is charged with contravening Section 24 of the Public Order and Se-

curity Act (POSA) which stipulates that an organiser shall notify the regulatory au-

thority of intention of holding a public gathering.  

 

As part of their exhibition, the police presented Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition ban-

ners and footage seized from Dzikamai Mukapiko.  

 

Moyo was arrested on the 16th of November 2011 together with two Crisis in Zim-

babwe Coalition employees, Maureen Gombakomba and Beloved Chiweshe for or-

ganising a Civil Society coordinating meeting. Moyo spent the night in police cells 

before he was taken to court the following day where he was remanded out of 

custody by Kwekwe magistrate Letwin Rwodzi on $100 bail to 13 December 2011. 

Gombakomba and Chiweshe were released after the police failed to charge them. 

 

In Zimbabwe, citizens do not enjoy the freedom of expression due to repressive 

law. The right to free speech is a cornerstone for the protection of other human 

rights. Freedom of expression constitutes one of the essential foundations of a 

democratic society, one of the basic conditions for its progress and for the devel-

opment of humanity. This right applies not only to information or ideas that are 

favourably received or regarded as inoffensive but also to those that offend or dis-

turb the state or any sector of the population. Such are the demands of pluralism 

tolerance and broadmindedness without which there is no democratic society.  

 

In the recent years, the Zimbabwean government has withdrawn these rights gag-

ging the nation in a bid to stop anyone criticising the current establishment.  
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